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Kinshasa and in the cities of Beni and Mbuji Mayi on Friday to protest against President Joseph Kabila’s refusal to step down after the end of his mandate on Dec. 19. The United Nations says Kabila must step down after elections next year. The country’s influential Catholic church has urged him to resign and the president has promised to respect the constitution. But he has not given a date for his

departure. Kabila, who has been in power since 2001 and whose mandate has not yet officially ended, has said he will stay on until the polls are held. In Kinshasa on Friday, the throng in the streets was estimated at 20,000 to 25,000 people, according to the city’s civil police. “Kabila, you have done your best to stay on, it’s time to let us see results,” one protester, named only as Raymond, said. A
Reuters journalist on Friday saw several military vehicles parked at the U.N. compound in the capital. A group of young people gathered in front of the building and someone from inside could be heard in a loudspeaker saying the U.N. must keep quiet. The protest started off peacefully but the atmosphere turned tense when some of the demonstrators broke away and attacked riot police and a car with

the U.N. logo was vandalized, witnesses said. Earlier in the week, many protesters demonstrated in Mbu 82157476af
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